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is declining in value owing to the production on the great
plantations on the other side of the Pacific For years,
perhaps, this great area must be regarded as a reserve for
future development, at least till the more developed lands
of Africa and Indonesia begin to fall short of world demand
People
The population of Colombia and Ecuador is scattered, and
the greatest concentration occurs m the plateau and the
coastal regions The plateau is everywhere an important
stock raising and agricultural region, but, owing to its
isolation a certain independence of the outside world is
noticeable Mining especially for gold, was formerly a
valuable mdustrv, but is now declining The coastal popu
lation is chiefly engaged in tropical agriculture or trade, and
an oil field is worked in Ecuador Some ports, such as
Guayaquil, serve a hinterland in Ecuador reacbng right back
to the plateau or even to the montana Others are the
outlets for a very limited stretch of coast knd Bomventura
is the only Pacific port on the Colombian coast The plateau
towns, Quito and Riobamba in Ecuador, Bogota, MedelUn
and others m Colombia, occur m a long line at elevations of
about 10,000 feet and are supported by the pastoral and
agricultural industries of the area